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This is a collection of essays by leading 
African American writers, edited by Booker 
T. Washington and published in 1903.  It is 
representative of what historians have 
characterized as "racial uplift ideology." 
These and other similar narratives of the 
time were a reaction to the gradual erosion 
of the African-American's civil rights across 
the United States that began during Reconstruction.  
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